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BOOKS. 


history “ was the grossest defect of our old system of training for the 

young.’ * . 

Many of your readers will be glad to have their attention called to a 

long review of a book on Nerve-Training which appears in the Daily 
Chronicle oi December 26th. This book, which is by Miss Payson Coll, 
is entitled “As a Matter of Course,” and would seem to contain many 
suggestive hints. 

From the same paper I cut a notice of Miss E. A. Barnett’s new book 
“ The Training of Girls for Work/’ which has also been reviewed in the 
highest terms by the Times , Scotsman , Manchester Guardian , &c. 

Several other books of value to parents and teachers are reviewed in the 
Daily Chronicle of January 9th. One is by Dr. Thorold, the Bishop of 
Winchester, and will be published by Messrs. Isbister. It is entitled “ On 
Children,” and may be described as a tender-hearted volume on the ways 
of children. 

I cannot close my letter without reference to the loss sustained by 
Education and this Society on Christmas Eve, when Miss ,Buss passed 
away after a long illness. By her public work she will always be 
remembered as a pioneer in the cause of women’s education, whilst those 
who have known her in private life will bear loving testimony to her 
sympathy and goodness. 

January nth, 1895. Pater Junior. 


* 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

V ne Editor is not rssponsiil, for , ht opinions of ^ 

Dear Editor ,— 1 find 1 owe vour reader* , 

apology for inserting in the September Parents’ rf^a'm.iew V. 
book 1 had not seen Ow.ng ,o a sudden and sharp attack of illness i' 
July, durtttg the week I had to review the September books, 1 was not able 
to do any work for a short ttme. I therefore asked a friend to kM y 
review the books sent to me, including the one in question, i saw her 
review ,n MS and as the •' Bookman" at the same time spoke most 
highly of the book, I sent it to the printer. I can truthfully say that it was 
the only book reviewed last year, that I had not carefully read and studied 
and I much regret that the favourable notice should have given pain to 
any of our readers. I have not even yet seen the book, but when I am 
told of the refrain on the death of a baby, I can only repeat that 1 much 
regret that any review appeared in your magazine. 

Emeline Petrie Steinthal. 


University of Toronto. 

Dear Miss Mason, — I have been thinking for some time of writing 
you again re Infant Psychology. When I wrote you before, I was a Fellow 
in Clark University, Worcester, Mass. U.S. ; now I am Lecturer in 
Philosophy and Psychology here. The little book which I then had in 
hand, is already in its second edition (Heath &■ Co , Boston). A 
national Association for the study of children has been formed ; and 
the “ Pedagogical Seminary” (edited by Dr. Stanley Hall, of Clark 
University), has opened its columns to record and edit actual observations 
of children, from all reliable sources. I should like to recommend the 
Magazine to your Society. Moreover, it publishes, from time to time, 
syllabi, like the enclosed, for topical study of the child. I am going to 
make an effort to organize the teachers and parents of Ontario for the 
same purpose ; and if I see any opportunity, I shall try to introduce also 
the “ Parents ’ Review .” 

Yours very truly, F. TRACY. 

[The above will interest our readers. — Ed.] 


Dear EDITOR,— I hope you will not mind my asking it you have ever 
considered the practicability of reviving the former competitions for model 
nursery dinners, &c., which were at one time given in the Parents 
Review. 1 think the answers were never published, which several 
members thought a pity, as the spreading of hints and suggestions o 
this kind might be of great benefit and help to young mot iei». ° u 
it be possible to renew something of the kind during next yeai, pu g 

always the most useful reply or essay, without ofiering an) prizes. 

Please forgive if this suggestion is superfluous. 

h Very sincerely yours, M. I. 

[We heartily agree with our correspondent, and invite menus ^ nursery 
dinners (family luncheons) for March. . The two best will be pushed. 
There should be no delicacies, but as much variety as po ^ onaWe 

kind and cooking) of simple wholesome foods to be iac * ^ 
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cost in the very early spring. Menus for a fortnight, if really various, 
rather than for a whole month, should be sent.] 


72, St. George’s Square, S.W. 

Dear Editor, — Some of your readers may like to know of a gentleman, 
who is willing to give correspondence lessons in Natural History, at a 
moderate cost, to little ones, or to older children. 

His special subjects are Geology and Botany, but he evidently has a real 
“allround” interest in Nature, and the power of making the study 
attractive to children. My little girl, aged eight, is as much interested 
as I am myself in his letters, of which I should be glad to show a specimen. 
They are brightly written, and illustrated by excellent sketches. 

I should be glad to give further information to anyone who desires it. 

Yours truly, Agnes H. Anson. 

Dear Editor, — Can any lady with experience give me advice on the 
best way to teach my children drawing, where a good teacher is not to be 
obtained ? I have some knowledge of drawing, and at school was successful 
in freehand and copying from the flat, but never made much progress from 
models, and I want my children to do better They are 8 and 9, and like 
drawing very much. They have done a good deal on “squared” paper, 
from Kindergarten copies, and now want something more advanced. 
Should they be given simple jugs, cups, etc., to draw from with charcoal, 
and do the best they can with what help I can give, or should they be 
kept to freehand, without using the squared paper ? 

Yours truly, F. A. A. 

Dear Editor,— In reference to the important and difficult subject 
treated of in “ Mary Crossthwaite’s ” letter in the June number, and that 
of “A Mother” in August, I should like to recommend a little book 
entitled, “A Song of Life,” by Margaret Warner Morley, and published 
by A. C. McClury & Co., Chicago. I am, yours faithfully, 

Another Mother. 


Dear Editor,— I wonder if any of your readers would give me the 
names of some books on babies, hygienic education, on nurseries, feeding 
young infants, weaning etc. A faithful subscriber, May. 

bvM % N ° V T ber ° f thC PareHts ' Review a ^apter was written 

£ d “ e11 ,° n r SeneS ’ WhiCh WaS m ° St interestin S- Has not this 
get iJ a b °° k ° n y ° Ung Chlldren ’ s Gaining, and where could one 


beginning— lr ° K ' Could an y read er kindly give me the historical rhymes 

William the First as the Conqueror known, 
y t e battle of Hastings ascended the throne ; 

H,s laws were all made m the Norman tongue, 

And at eight every evening the curfew was rung. 

Mrs. Whitaker Thompson, 

24, Argyll Road, W. 






OUR WORK. 

^useyEaiuat^-TY.^ results of the Christmas Examinations have 
come to hand. I Theory and Practice of Education. Class List in order 
of ment. First-class: Misses F. Rankin, C. F. Barnett. Second-class: 
Misses M. Fletcher, M. Barrett, E. Pearson, G. Flewker, T. Hollings 
Third-class: Misses I. Gilbert, C. Wallace. Report of the Examiner in 
the Iheory of Education : — “ I have again great pleasure in expressing my 
satisfaction with the quality and quantity of the knowledge which has been 
shewn. I can especially commend the practical character of the instruction 
which the students have received. All my questions were meant to test 
their capability for actual work under the conditions which they are likely 
to find, and the result is gratifying. Where low marks have been given, it 
is often, I think, because the faculty of expression has been wanting. I 
notice a good deal less “ talk ” round about a subject than I have noted in 
former sets of papers ; the answers were generally business-like, and to 
the point. The two first students have done admirably well, and all the 
students have done good work.” (Signed) P. A. Barnett, Inspector of 
Training Colleges. 

Report on Teaching before T. G. Rooper, Esq., H.M I. (extract):— 
“ The subjects of the lessons which were given before me, included the 
following — viz., English and Latin Grammar, Oral teaching in French and 
Italian (Gouin method), English and French History, Reading and 
Elocution, Geography, Arithmetic and Object Lessons on common things. 
I also saw instruction given in certain crafts and arts, such as brush 
drawing, clay modelling, and cardboard work. Lessons in Natural History 
were also given, and the value of them is much increased, by the children 
being able to apply their skill in brush drawing, to sketching what they 
are taught to observe in Natural History note-books. The instruction was 
intelligent and spirited, and the methods were sensible and practical. 

II. Class List of the National Health Society . Passed: Misses E. 
Pearson, F. Rankin, C. F. Barnett, C. Wallace, M. Fletcher. III. Report 
of Examiner in Cardboard S/oyd:-“ 1 have much pleasure in recommend- 
ing that the Certificate of the Northern Counties Sloyd and Educationa 
Handwork Association be given to eight candidates— viz., Misses C- 
Barnett, M. Barrett, G. Flewker, I. Gilbert, J. Hollings, E. earson, 
F. Rankin and C. Wallace. The models were neatly and accurately made, 
and the candidates deserve the highest praise for the taste displayed An 
the choice of the covering papers for the various models. Hie student 
had evidently been most carefully taught, and the specimen 
binding, basket-weaving, chair-caning, and Smyrna rug-making 
considerably above the average.’ (Signe ) 1 ia 'J\ . p 00 /^ s . 

IV. Report of the Examiner on the Aatural His to y 
“Nine b?oks have been sent, which I p^ce in ortoo ; 

Class 1 : Misses * F. Rankin, C. F. Barnett, j. fe 

* With distinction for excellence of drawing. 




